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Urban regeneration comprehensive and integrated vision and action which

leads to the resolution of urban problems and which seeks to bring about a

lasting improvement in the social , economic , physical and
environmental condition of an area that has been subject to change

(Roberts , 2008 )
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Fig. 1. Provinces in Poland in the years 1975-1999

Source: own compilation

In 1975 - 1999 there 

were :
- 49 provinces

(voivodeship ) and 

- 49 provincial 
cities in Poland .
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Fig. 2. Provinces in Poland in the years 1975-1999

Source: own compilation

In 1975 - 1999 there 

were :
- 49 province 

(voivodeship ) and 

- 49 provincial 
cities in Poland .

I n 1999 , as a result of 

administrative reform, 

31 cities lost 
their status as a 
provincial city.
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Fig. 3. Provinces in Poland since 1999

Source: own compilation

In 1975 - 1999 there 

were :
- 49 province 

(voivodeship ) and 

- 49 provincial 
cities in Poland .

I n 1999 , as a result of 

administrative reform, 

31 cities lost 
their status as a 
provincial city.
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Number of points (multi-

criteria assessment 

based on 7 features):

The size of the circles 

proportional to the 

population

big intensity

low intensity

provincial cities 

and small cities

Source: śleszyŒski P., BaŒski J., Deg·rskiM., Komornicki T., 2016, Delimitacja obszar·w strategicznej 

interwencji paŒstwa: obszar·w wzrostu i obszar·w problemowych, Instytut Geografii i Przestrzennego 

Zagospodarowania PAN, Warszawa. 

about 70 % of 
former provincial 
cities are now 
perceived as 
problem cities :
- loss of population 

in 2004 -2014 ,
- predicted further 

loss of population ,
- decrease in the 

number of 
registered business 
entities ,

- unemployment 
higher than in 
other cities .

Fig. 4 Intensification of socio-ekonomic problems in medium-sized cities in Poland 

in 2015.
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Fig. 5. Areas of strategic intervention for restructuring and regeneration of 

cities losing their socio-economic functions in Poland

Source: National Regional Development Strategy 2010-2020, p. 130

Strategic challenges of the
r egional policy in Poland :

- assurance of the internal
cohesion of the country and
prevention of excessive spatial
differences ,

- prevent ion the risk of
deterioration of the current
socio -economic functions of
some areas, in particular former
provincial cities .
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Fig. 6. Areas requiring restructuring and the development of new functions in Poland

Source: Conception of PolandôsSpatial Development of 2030, p. 97

The principle s of urban planning
in Poland :
- development of areas lagging in

development and with poor
access to services,

- development of cities with
particularly intensive
accumulation of socio -
economic problems .
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Fig. 7. Outlays on regeneration in the 2014-2020 Regional Operational

Programmes (ROP) ïUE Funds.

Source: own study based on the Detailed Description of Priority Axes 

I n approx . 48 % of
Polish communes ,

regeneration programs

are implemented (and
in all provincial
cities !) .

In the 2014 ï2020 period,
Polish communes will

receive about

6 billion euros to

stimulate regeneration
processes .
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