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WHO
architects / space planner

WHAT
research / spatial and functional management of    public 
urban environment in Bratislava

HOW
Park Škarniclova / 1st year project-case study from the Old 
Town of Bratislava / applying theory into reality

WHY
importance of participatory planning+ smart aproach



1/ INTRODUCTION / problematics 
1/ URBANISATION / global
- compact city vs. suburban density
- smart spatial management
= liveable environment = built up + unbuilt space



source: https://www.researchgate.net/figure/Migration-to-the-hinterland-of-Bratislava-Functional-Urban-Region_fig2_313477267



source: https://medium.economist.com/global-liveability-has-improved-for-the-first-time-in-a-decade-cc55e2600aef



1/ INTRODUCTION / problematics 

2/ TIME SPENDITURE
-tertiary time / car / shopping

Bratislava 4x
Bratislava region has 4times more 

retail space than European average



135min/day
internet using person spending 

135min/day on social media

90%/indoors
we spend 90% of our time in interiors

?
how much ACTIVE TIME do we spend 

in public space 

obesity 1/6
nearly 1 in 6 European adult is 

defined obese



1/ INTRODUCTION / problematics 

3/ PUBLIC SPACE
- potential built up area = privatisation
- poor management / maintenance
- design / monofunction / usage - *French gardens
- lack of quality / physical space / transfer used
- ´everybody cares but nobody cares´

REASONS TO WORRY - CONTERPORARY APPROACH
- anti-participatory - ´active citizenship culture´ 
- ecological / creative approach?













1/ INTRODUCTION / potential / PS

1/ BRATISLAVA ´THE GREEN CITY´
- quantity vs. quality

source: https://www.cheesetraveller.com/green-cities-index-2018-the-greenest-cities-in-the-world/



source: http://www.borenv.net/BER/pdfs/ber9/ber9-469.pdf



2 / HUMAN CAPITAL / target group 
- students -BA = Student city / 797 students per year
/architecture, spatial planning, landscape design/
+ BOTTOM UP sector -communities
+ active citizens...
3/ GOVERNANCE
- gap- capacities / system / knowledge
- but financial subsidy + mindset
/BSK-regional, municipality, city cistricts /
4/ SPONSORHIP PROGRAMS
- institutional / private sector
5/ SUCCESSFULL CASE STUDIES
-inspiration





Topotek 1 studio / Copenhagen / D / Superkilen park

´´For example, a fountain is no longer just a water fea-
ture but a space for children to play, and a bench is no 
longer just for sitting on but also a place to lie down. ´´



Topotek 1 studio / Berlin / DE / Kaiak Marktplatz



1 / ECONOMICAL
- property value / attractivity

2 / ECOLOGICAL
- Heat Island reduction
- water absorbtion vs. flooding

3 / SOCIAL
- social interaction
- stress release
- mental health
- physical activity

BENEFITS 

Skanderbeg square / Tirana/ Albania/  Best Public Space 2018 



2/ THEORY 

“ The right to the city is not merely a right of access to 
what already exists, but a right to change it after our 
heart’s desire. ”

David Harvey / Right to the city 



1. Active citizenship / Participation
= active citizenship as a democratic tool to transform our environment
= democracy at a local level

2. Trust
- building trust / between different stakeholders

3. Learning by doing
Innovative approach to transform theoretical knowledge to our physical 

SMART /SOFT /power of

4. Positive deviation



SOFT APPROACH
+

ICT APPROACH
-communication tools / data 

research...

=



3/ CASE STUDY / Park Škarniclova

27



INFO
type: public space
size:1731m2
proprietor : Municipality
administrator : Old Town
typology : green/ open space
city structure: dense
/ no built up potential /
usage: transit space, dog space
occupancy: 0
neighborhood: dormitory, hostel, 
school, vine shop, TESCO, dentist



PROBLEMATICS
1. Safety
2. Accessibility
3. Aesthetics / Identity
4. Comfort / Inclusion
6. Function / Usage
7. Management / Maintenance



SOLUTION







SMART APPROACH
Specific / Measurable / Achievable /
Realistic / Time-bound

´´ By the end of June, organise 2 
workshops with a local commu-
nity and revitalise abandoned 
public space -Park Škarniclova / 
surfaces adjustments, plant new 
greenery and add urban furni-
ture).´´
( 01/02/2018)





RESULTS / Framework domains
1. ACTIVE CITIZENSHIP  + COLLABORATION
-team planning, participatory workshop, 9x field work



TEAM 
architects / landscape arch / city planner / economist / film director





2. ENVIRONMENT  + QUALITY OF LIFE
- upcycling local concrete surfaces, new permeable surfaces, new green-
ery to keep water in site, planting greenery with anti-dust + anti-noise 
effect







3. MOBILITY + SECURITY + SUSTAINABILITY
- increasing mobility by security + visibility of the space / creating new 
access route / paved surface to join 2nd part of the park / social controll







Engagement/ Social control / Sustainability



4. ECONOMY + TRANSPARENCY
- financing project trough different sources - groups of interests

1. GRANT Old Town 2018 - 2000 €
2. CROWDFOUNDING - 2400 €
3. Private sponsorship ESET - 2000 €
4. Individual founds - 500 €
4. Local material support  - SIEMENS, TESCO, WINED, SVORADOV, SLH community 
5. Municipality deputy - urban furniture
6. Local neighborhoods - food











5. LIVING + INCLUSION
- creating quality urban environment for active time- spenditure
- accessibility / age groups inclusion







6. EDUCATION
- learning by doing + positive deviation + new skills / soft, hard



Guerilla gardening



1 / ECONOMICAL
- M -cheaper solution
- M- avoiding procurement / bureaucracy/ work

2 / ECOLOGICAL
- General

3 / SOCIAL
- M, E- trust
- E, O- creating community
- E- portfolio / skills-communication, teamwork, 
responsability

BENEFITS municip/executor/others 



4/ CONCLUSION / future gaps 
1 / CITY VISION + STRATEGIC DESIGN MANUAL
- create innovative network by municipality 
- improve effectivity and benefit- oriented model 



4/ CONCLUSION / future gaps 
2 / ACCESS towards citizens - communication
- social media / mobile mayor / CAMP system ...

3 / INNOVATIVE LEARNING SYSTEM
-implementation of practice into learning process
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